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Abstract 
In 1969, Chowla asked a question regarding non-vanishing of certain infinite series.   He was able to answer his 
question partially and the complete solution was discovered in 1972 by Baker, Birch and Wirsing using Baker's 
theory of linear forms in logarithms.  This work has led to new questions that are still not completely solved. I 
will give a survey of these developments and discuss some surprising consequences in transcendental number 
theory. 
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